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which adds to the emotional burdens of chil-
dren and adults with Port Wine Stains, Klippel-
Trenaunay, and Sturge-Weber. The Founda-
tion has made progress in research and is de-
termined to press on to find out everything
they can about this family of syndromes.
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LETTER FROM MELVIN HONOWITZ

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, a few months
ago, I entered into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD letters from individuals or their rep-
resentatives who took issue with assertions
made in the report released last fall by the
House Government Reform Committee major-
ity regarding the Department of Justice. Since
then, yet another individual has written to
complain of inaccuracies and unfairness in the
majority’s report. In the interest of a complete
record on this matter, I submit into the
RECORD this March 30, 2001, letter from Mel-
vin Honowitz.
HONOWITZ & SHAW, ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

ONE MARITIME PLAZA, SUITE 1725,
San Francisco, CA, March 30, 2001.

Re: Palladino & Sutherland, and Jack
Palladino.

The Honorable DAN BURTON,
Committee on Government Reform, Washington,

DC.
The Honorable HENRY A. WAXMAN,
2204 Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-

ington, DC.
DEAR MESSRS. BURTON AND WAXMAN: This

office represents Palladino & Sutherland and
Jack Palladino, nationally known private in-
vestigators [hereafter the ‘‘client’’]. We
write without waiver of any applicable privi-
lege to address the false allegations, accusa-
tions, assumptions, innuendos, speculations
and references to our client contained in
Chapter 10 of the Committee’s report enti-
tled ‘‘Janet Reno’s Stewardship of the Jus-
tice Department: A Failure To Serve The
Ends of Justice.’’

The report’s allegations as to Jack
Palladino are premised on the false assump-
tion that Mr. Palladino, or someone under
his direction or control, had a ‘‘source in the
Bureau of Prisons,’’ and that his ‘‘source’’
obtained NCIC information on Nabuo Abe.
The Committee’s assumption is false and de-
famatory.

Moreover, the record on which the Com-
mittee relies is void of evidence in support of
this assumption. Page 157, Section 1.a. of the
reports is entitled ‘‘Soka Gakkai Illegally
Obtained Information on Nabuo Abe Through
Jack Palladino.’’ Except for this defamatory
heading, the report utterly fails to present
evidence to support the accusation. In fact,
the only references to Jack Palladino in this
Section states, without supporting docu-
mentation, ‘‘Palladino then apparently con-
tacted a source in the Bureau of Prisons who
had access to the NCIC data base.’’ [emphasis
added] This is untrue and never happened.

The report then goes on to make the un-
true and unsubstantiated statement that
‘‘the source at the Bureau of Prisons (BOP)
broke the law, as did possibly Langberg and
Palladino.’’ [emphasis added] In a manner
more reminiscent of Kafka or perhaps Alice’s
Adventures In Wonderland, the report makes
allegations of criminal acts which, prior to
publication, the Committee never gave our
clients an opportunity to refute. Accord-
ingly, one must not only question the lack of

due process afforded our client, but the un-
derlying bias of the report’s findings and the
Committee’s investigation.

Then, in Section 1.b, the report gratu-
itously speculates as to why attorney Re-
bekah Poston may have sought NCIC
records: ‘‘perhaps they were concerned with
the reliability of Mr. Palladino’s work . . .’’
In fact, in advancing this speculation the
Committee ignores its own Exhibit 62 to the
report which identifies where Ms. Poston ob-
tained here alleged NCIC information, and
makes no reference to Jack Palladino or
Palladino & Sutherland or anyone under
their direction and control.

Even a cursory review of the Committee’s
Report and attached Exhibits demonstrates
a complete lack of evidence. The only men-
tion of Mr. Palladino in the Exhibits sup-
porting the report is contained in unfounded
and false speculation and innuendo that Mr.
Palladino (for reasons never made clear)
might have ‘‘set up’’ Poston and Manuel in
some undefined manner (Exhibit 97). Similar
raw speculation appears in Exhibits 98 and
104 and is false.

In his letter of October 31, 2000 to the Com-
mittee, attorney Barry B. Langberg clearly
states the truth:

‘‘Simply put, there is no evidence that
Soka Gakkai, Jack Palladino or I committed
any crime, or engaged in any improper activ-
ity whatsoever. As the report acknowledges
the staff failed even to interview Mr.
Palladino or me about our role in this mat-
ter. These charges are particularly objec-
tionable because they are not even relevant
to the report’s central thesis, that Ms.
Poston and others working at her direction
received favorable treatment at the hand of
the Justice Department. Thus, these serious
attacks are made almost casually, without
any claim or relevance to any public pur-
pose.

In fact, even a preliminary investigation
would have revealed that the so-called ‘‘reli-
able source,’’ Richard Lucas, never met with
Mr. Palladino or discussed with him any of
the facts or issues concerning this matter.
Further, an investigation would also have
shown that I had no personal involvement
with the activity criticized in the report.’’

Mr. Langberg goes on to rebut and refute
the allegations, including the speculation
that something was planted in or deleted
from the NCIC records. A copy of the entire
Langberg letter is attached and incorporated
by reference as Exhibit A, as are the four
Committee exhibits referenced in this letter
(Exhibits 62, 97, 98 and 104) attached as Ex-
hibits B.

Be clear, my client did not access nor seek
or direct anyone to access the NCIC data
base. Accordingly, we request that this let-
ter and Mr. Langberg’s letter be read into
the Congressional Record and that the report
be corrected.

Sincerely,
MELVIN D. HONOWITZ,

Honowitz & Shaw.
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IN TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN
JOHN DINGELL AND HIS WIFE,
DEBBIE DINGELL ON THEIR 20TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARTIN FROST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to a longtime personal friend and col-
league, Congressman John Dingell, the dean
of the House of Representatives, and his wife,

Debbie Dingell, on the occasion of their 20th
wedding anniversary.

As all of us know, John Dingell’s hard work
and dedication to public service has improved
the lives of all Americans. What many people
do not know, is that he has had an unrecog-
nized partner in those good works, his wife
Debbie. Together they have done a tremen-
dous amount of good for the American people,
both with charity work, the work they do with
our party and the support that they give to this
institution.

Debbie and John met during their constant
travels together between Michigan and Wash-
ington, DC. Mrs. Dingell was working for the
General Motors Corporation, while John Din-
gell had already been a Congressman for 20
years. Debbie Dingell is a nationally recog-
nized advocate for women and children
around the country. She has been involved in
countless charitable organizations, including
the Susan B. Koman Foundation and the Chil-
dren’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health.

With both of them working as a strong team,
John Dingell has worked to protect the envi-
ronment, improve health care, and defend the
consumer from unsafe products and unfair
practices. In fact, John has authored some of
America’s most important environmental laws,
including the Endangered Species Act of
1973, the Marine Mammal Protection Act, and
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.

It has been an honor and a privilege to
serve in the House of Representatives with
John Dingell. I congratulate him and Debbie
for their 20 year wedding anniversary, and
wish them every happiness.
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HONORING JOELLE MARTINEZ OF
THE SANTA FE BOYS AND GIRLS
CLUB

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, for

the past 13 years, the Santa Fe Boys and
Girls Club on Alto Street has been a source of
inspiration for Joelle Martinez. On March 16,
2001, Ms. Martinez was rewarded for her hard
work and determination when she was named
the Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year.

The Youth of the Year program serves to
recognize outstanding young people for their
superior leadership skills, academic achieve-
ments, triumph over personal hardships, as
outstanding contributions to the community.

Ms. Martinez had to endure a rigorous se-
lection process in which she submitted a pack-
et that included essays regarding her involve-
ment at school, in church, with her family, and
at the Boys and Girls Club to show her leader-
ship skills within the community. After her
packet was evaluated, seven judges, most of
whom were Boys and Girls Club Board of Di-
rectors, conducted interviews and selected
Ms. Martinez for the award.

Ms. Martinez, a senior at Calvary Chapel
Christian Academy, first came to the Boys and
Girls Club when she was five years old, and
she has actively participated ever since.

Over the years, Ms. Martinez has partici-
pated in numerous activities aimed at keeping
at-risk students involved in the community and
off the streets. She has been involved in bas-
ketball, swimming, photography, wrestling,
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